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Street Music
Danny Sloan relies on 
talent, technology and 
tenacity to pursue his 
love of busking

THE JOY OF WALKING? CANNABIS & BLOOD PRESSURE THE HIGH COST OF MEDS
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Busker Dan
II� \RX�DVN�'DQQ\�6ORDQ�DERXW� WKH�

SHUNV�RI�KLV�ZRUNSODFH��LWވV�ORFDWLRQ�
UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�
�,ދ ORYH�SOD\LQJ�PXVLF��ZKHWKHU�

LWވV�EXVNLQJ�RU�QRWތ��VD\V�WKH����\HDU�
ROG�9DQFRXYHU�JXLWDU�SOD\HU��VLQJHU�DQG�
VRQJZULWHU�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�HDUQLQJ�SDUW�RI�
KLV�OLYLQJ�DV�D�VWUHHW�SHUIRUPHU�IRU�WKH�
SDVW�WHQ�\HDUVދ��%XW�LI�,�ZHUH�WR�OLVW�WKH�
WKLQJV�WKDW�PDNH�EXVNLQJ�SDUWLFXODUO\�
VSHFLDO��,ވG�VD\�WKLV��\RXU�RೲLFH�ZLQGRZ�
RೲHUV�����GHJUHH�YLHZV�RI�WKH�PRXQ�
WDLQV��)DOVH�&UHHN��9DQFRXYHUވV�QLJKW�
OLJKWV��6XFK�VWXQQLQJ��EHDXWLIXO�YLHZV��

FRXQW�WKHP��,WވV�SUREDEO\�WKH�PRVW�XQGHU�
UDWHG�MRE�,�FDQ�LPDJLQHތ�
+HވV�TXLFN�WR�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW��OLNH�DQ\�

MRE��EXVNLQJ�LVQވW�ZLWKRXW�LWV�FKDOOHQJHV�
��RIWHQ�WLPHV�QLVK�SOD\LQJ�P\�DVV�Rೲ,ދ

DQG�QR�RQH�FODSV�RU�QRWLFHVތ��KH�VD\Vދ��,WވV�
RND\��LWވV�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�LW��EXW�LW�WHDFKHV�
\RX�WR�QRW�EH�VR�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�RWKHUV�IRU�
DೲLUPDWLRQ��,WވV�DOVR�D�SURGXFWLRQ�W\SH�
MRE��,�SOD\�IRXU�WR�VL[�KRXUV�D�GD\��YH�
GD\V�D�ZHHN��VR�\RX�JHW�VLFN�RI�\RXUVHOI��
QDWXUDOO\��<RX�KDYH�WR�GR�WKLQJV�WR�PRWLY�
DWH�\RXUVHOI�ZKLOH�SOD\LQJ��\RX�KDYH�WR�
UHDFK�GHHSHU�LQVLGH�\RXUVHOIތ�
$OWKRXJK�KH�VWDUWHG�SOD\LQJ�JXLWDU�

ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�����LW�ZDVQވW�XQWLO�KH�ZDV�
LQMXUHG�VHYHQ�\HDUV�ODWHU�WKDW�PXVLF�EH�
FDPH�YLWDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�KLV�OLIH��
�LWK�WKH�FKDQJHV�DQG�H[WUD�WLPH�WKDW:ދ

P\�6&,�EURXJKW�PH��DW�UVW�PXVLF�ZDV�D�
NLQG�RI�VRRWKHU�6ތ�ORDQ�WROG�XV�D�IHZ�\HDUV�
DJR�ZKHQ�ZH�SXEOLVKHG�D�SUROH�RI�6&,�
%&�SHHUV�ZKR�DUH�PXVLFLDQV7ދ��KH�EDOO�
WKHQ�MXVW�NHSW�UROOLQJ�IDVWHU�DQG�IDVWHU��
6RQJZULWLQJ�DQG�VLQJLQJ�H[SORGHG�IRU�PH�
LQ�XQLYHUVLW\�DQG��ZKHQ�,�ZDV�DW�P\�ORZ�
HVW�SRLQW�HPRWLRQDOO\��,�WXUQHG�WR�PXVLF��
,W�PD\�YHU\�ZHOO�KDYH�VDYHG�PH�ZKHQ�,�
PDGH�WKH�FRQVFLRXV�GHFLVLRQ�WR�GHGLFDWH�
P\VHOI�WR�LW�DV�PXFK�DV�SRVVLEOHތ�
2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��6ORDQ�KDV�GHYHORSHG�

KLV�RZQ�XQLTXH�VW\OH�WKDW�LQFRUSRUDWHV�
EOXHV��URFN��/DWLQ�DQG�IRON�WKHPHV��+H�
SOD\V� UK\WKP�DQG� OHDG� JXLWDUV�� ERWK�
DFRXVWLF�DQG�HOHFWULF��:LWK�KLV�EDQG�'LJ�
JHU�'DQ�	�7KH�'LUW�%ULJDGH��DQG�YLD�RWKHU�
FROODERUDWLRQV��KHވV�SOD\HG�FRXQWOHVV�JLJV�
LQ�DQG�DURXQG�9DQFRXYHUރDQG�FRQWLQXHV�
WR�GR�VR��%XW�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��KHވV�IRXQG�
KLPVHOI�EXVNLQJ�PRUH�DQG�PRUH��WR�WKH�
SRLQW�ZKHUH�LWވV�QRZ�EHFRPH�KLV�RZQ�
YHUVLRQ�RI�D�UHJXODU���WRރ��LWވV�D�QHYHU�
HQGLQJ�JLJ�DV�WKHUHވV�DOZD\V�VRPHZKHUH�
WR�SOD\��DQG�VRPHRQH�WR�SOD\�IRU�
��FDPH�WR�EXVN�ZKLOH�,�ZDV�OLYLQJ�LQ,ދ

WKH�2NDQDJDQ�DQG�KDG�WKHVH�PHORGLHV��
EXW�GLGQވW�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�VLQJ��,�IHOW�VHOI�
FRQVFLRXV�VLQJLQJ�DW�KRPH��EXW�OHVV�VR�
RXWVLGH��6R�,�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�D�YHU\�VLPSOH�
DFRXVWLF�JXLWDU�VHW�XSރVRPH�GD\V�,�ZLVK�
,�ZHQW�EDFN�WR�WKDWތ�
$V�IRU�WKH�SDQGHPLF��6ORDQ�VD\V�KHވV�

RYHUFRPH�KLV�LQLWLDO�IHDUV�DQG�QRZ�XVHV�D�

$QG�WKH�VXQVHWV��,�FDQވW�WHOO�\RX�KRZ�
PDQ\�,�KDYH�VHHQތ�
%XW�WKH�VWHOODU�YLHZV�DUH�MXVW�SDUW�RI�

WKH�VWRU\�
��JHW�PXOWLSOH�PHPRUDEOH�PRPHQWV,ދ

D�ZHHNތ��DGGV�6ORDQ��D�7���SDUDSOHJLF��
�0RVW�RI�WKH�WLPH��WKH\�UHYROYH�DURXQGދ
ZDWFKLQJ�NLGV�ZDWFK�PH��,�NHHS�WLPLQJ�
ZLWK�P\�KHDG��DV�,�FDQވW�WDS�P\�IHHW��VR�
WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�FUHDWHV�D�YHU\�PHPRUDEOH�
VFHQDULR�ZKHUH�WKH�NLGV�ZDWFK�P\�KHDG�
DQG�VWDUW�EREELQJ�WKHLUV��7KHQ�WKHLU�SDU�
HQWVވ�SKRQHV�FRPH�RXW��+RQHVWO\��,�KDYH�
KDG�VR�PDQ\�JUHDW�PRPHQWV��,�FDQވW�HYHQ�

Talent, technology and tenacity have allowed SCI BC peer 
Danny Sloan to become one of Vancouver’s most well-known 
street musicians.
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FRPPRQ�VHQVH�DSSURDFK�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRQ�
WLQXH�EXVNLQJރVRPHWKLQJ�KH�EHOLHYHV�
KDV�EHFRPH�WKDW�PXFK�PRUH�SRSXODU�
JLYHQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�ODFN�RI�PRUH�IRUPDO�
DQG�LQGRRU�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�RSWLRQV�
�W$ދ ILUVW� ,� ZDV� IUHDNHG�� OLNH�PRVW�

SHRSOH��DQG�NHSW�LQGRRUV��7KHQ�,�ORVW�P\�
IHDU��DQG�GHFLGHG�WR�JR�RXW��,�MXVW�ZHQW�
WR�WZR�SODFHV2ރO\PSLF�9LOODJH�DQG�+DU�
ERXU�*UHHQ�3DUN��,W�ZDV�NLQG�RI�ZHLUG��,W�
ZDV�OLNH�DQ�RSHQ�DLU�SXE�LQ�2O\PSLF�9LO�
ODJH��(YHU\RQH�FDUU\LQJ�EDJV�RI�ERR]H��
,W�GLGQވW�IHHO�D�ORW�GLIIHUHQW�WKRXJK��,�
GLG�EHJLQ�LQWHUDFWLQJ�PRUH�ZLWK�SHRSOH�
GXULQJ�WKDW�WLPH��DQG�IRXQG�SHRSOH�SDU�
WLFXODUO\�DSSUHFLDWLYH�EHFDXVH��RI�FRXUVH��

OLYH�PXVLF�HYHQWV�ZHUH�FDQFHOOHGތ�
:RQGHULQJ�KRZ�D�PXVLFLDQ�ZLWK�SDUD�

SOHJLD�JHWV�KLPVHOI�DQG�KLV�JHDU�WR�D�
ORFDWLRQ�DQG�VHW�XS"�7KH�DQVZHU�LV�KLV�
ULJރD�SRZHU�ZKHHOFKDLU� WKDWވV� EHHQ�
DPD]LQJO\�RXWWWHG�VR�WKDW�KH�FDQ�PRYH�
D�WRQ�RI�HTXLSPHQW�WR�D�ORFDWLRQ�XVLQJ�
SXEOLF�WUDQVLW��VHW�XS�ZLWK�YLUWXDOO\�QR�
DVVLVWDQFH�IURP�DQ\RQH�DURXQG�KLP��DQG�
SOD\�D�IXOO�GD\�RI�PXVLF��6HH�EHORZ�IRU�D�
YLVXDO�RYHUYLHZ�RI�KLV�ULJ��
�W�DOORZV�PH�WR�EH�WRWDOO\�LQGHSHQGHQW,ދ

ZKHQ�,�EXVNތ��KH�VD\V2ދ��FFDVLRQDOO\�,�JHW�
VRPHRQH�WR�KDQJ�WKH�EDJ�RQ�P\�EDFN��EXW�
LWވV�SUHWW\�UDUH��,�KDYH�VHYHUDO�VHWXSV�IRU�
WKH�SRZHU�DQG�HYHQ�WKH�PDQXDO�ZKHHO�

FKDLU�LQ�WKH�HYHQW�WKDW�,�KDYH�D�SUREOHP�
ZLWK�P\�FKDLUVތ��
+H�DGGV�WKDW�KHވV�DOZD\V�WKLQNLQJ�RI�

ZD\V�RI� LPSURYLQJ�WKH�HIILFLHQF\�DQG�
XVDELOLW\�RI�KLV� ULJ��DQG�KHވV�PDNLQJ�
VPDOO�DGDSWDWLRQV�DOO�WKH�WLPH��RIWHQ�ZLWK�
WKH�KHOS�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KHOSHG�KLP�FUHDWH�
LW�LQ�WKH�UVW�SODFH�
�G�OLNH�WR�VHQG�RXW�D�ELJ�WKDQN�\RX�WRވ,ދ

(G�%HOO��%HOO�7HFK���'RXJ�*D\WRQ��9DQ�
FRXYHU�5HVRXUFH�6RFLHW\���'DYH�-RVHSK�
�&6�0RXQWLQJ�6\VWHPV���DQG�WKH�1HLO�
6TXLUH�6RFLHW\�IRU�KHOSLQJ�PH�ZLWK�P\�
ULJތ��KH�VD\V��
7R�VHH�DQG�KHDU�6ORDQ�SOD\�RQOLQH��RU�

OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�KLP��KLV�ULJ��DQG�KLV�XS�
FRPLQJ�JLJV��YLVLW�GLJJHUGDQPXVLF�FRP�
RU�LQVWDJUDP�FRP�GLJJHUBGDQBPXVLF��!

Rugged MEC 60 litre duffel bag 
hooks onto the on the back of 
Danny’s chair with carabeener 
and contains cables, effects 
pedal board with attached sign, 
music books, tip box, a foldable 
step stool, and music stand.

Custom-made steel support bar 
that wraps around the chair to 
support guitar case, etc.

Chest pack for picks, capo, hearing 
protection, a plastic bag to go over 
Danny’s controller in the event of rain, 
a headlamp, spyglass, multitool, wallet, 
keys, change purse, etc.

Custom MONO case for two 
guitars—one acoustic, one 
electric. “I mix it up between 
both because electric guitar 
is easier on my hands and 
voice as I solo more and sing 
less than on the acoustic.”

MONO Tick 2.0 bag attached to front of guitar 
case contains tools, cables, power adapters, 
extra batteries, a second mic clip, guitar 
straps, string cleaner, a clip on night light, 
wind clips, spare strings, and a string winder.

DANNY’S BUSKING RIG

Lightweight, made-in-Canada 
Yorkville EXM Mobile Amp, 
powered by lithium ion batteries. 

OTHER GADGETS, HACKS AND MODS (NOT SHOWN): 
• Three mounting systems from CS Mounting Systems
• Custom effects pedal board, made from wood with velcro across it to hold pedals
• Velcro on the side of amp to hold a variety of items within arm’s reach
• Velcro on cables to prevent them from hanging/wearing out input connectors
• Mic stands that hold a variety of things, including a camera to record “the often 

funny random goings on while busking—children dancing, weird adults, etc.”

Heavy duty Quantum Q6 Edge power wheelchair with 
larger batteries to carry extra weight. “It’s purple. I call 
it The Purple People Eater. PPE...my kinda PPE.”
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